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ATIC Board Agenda for Wednesday, June 10, 2026

1. Administrative

1.1. Self-Introductions

1.2. Modifications to and Acceptance of Agenda Draft

1.3. Acceptance of Minutes from the May 13, 2026, Board Meeting

1.4.Treasurer’s Report (Ron Schott)

1.5.ATIC Board Membership Considerations
1.5.1. ATIC Broadband Providers Working Group Meeting & Next Steps

1.6. Review of Outstanding Action Items as Documented in the May 13, 2026, Board
Minutes

2. Informational Presentations
2.1.None

3. Activity Reports

3.1. Arizona Broadband Office Report (Nick Capozzi, Kelly Krusee)
3.1.1. Broadband Grants, Rural Community Outreach & Projects
3.1.2. Digital Equity Initiatives & Opportunities
3.1.3. ACA Broadband Strategy & ATIC Role/Support

3.2. Arizona Broadband Stakeholder Network (Steve Peters)
3.2.1. AZBSN Broadband &Digital Access Task Force Updates
3.2.2. AZBSN Leadership Group, Committees & Initiatives
3.2.3. Outreach Activities with Newsletters & Webinars

3.3. Technology in Education/eLearning
3.3.1. Arizona Technology in Education Association (AzTEA) (Nan Williams)
3.3.2. Greater Arizona Educational Leadership (GAZEL) (Steve Peters)
3.3.3. Sun Corridor Network (SCN) (Derek Masseth)

3.4. Arizona State Library (Holly Henley, Mala Muralidharan)

3.5. Telehealth (Melanie Esher)

3.6. Government Affairs
3.6.1. Arizona Broadband Policy Update (John Kelly, Mark Goldstein)
3.6.2. Federal Broadband Policy Update (NTIA, Mark Goldstein)

4. Information and Action Plans
4.1.ATIC Website & Teleconferencing (All)
4.1.1. AZBSN Communications & Newsletter
4.2. ATIC Mailing List & CRM (All)
4.3.New Business and Motion Considerations (All)

5. Events Attended and Upcoming Meetings
6. Announcements
7. Adjourn
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ATIC Board Meeting Minutes
June 10, 2026

[

Attendees:

ATIC Board Members:

Mark Goldstein, Henry Goldberg, Oris Friesen, Kirk Busch, Brian Daly, Heather
Floyd, Erin Lorandos, Mala Muralidharan (proxy for Holly Henley), Andy Phelan,
Nan Williams.

ATIC Associates & Guests:

Kristi King (Public Services Librarian, Yavapai County Free Library

District), Dave Verwys (Private Citizen with background in Information
Technology, Sahuarita, Arizona), Kevin Hughes (Infrastructure Engineer, City of
Surprise, Arizona), Brad Borman (City Attorney, City of Tucson), Aymee
Chevallard, (Senior Program Manager, NCUS TEC Fiberoptics), Vaughn Croft
(Business Community Liaison, Fred Acosta Job Corps Center), Shelley Fisher
(Major Account Manager, Fortinet), Brennen Duran (Co-Founder, American
Telecommunications Guild), Desmond Wilson (Managing Partner, Redevi).

Quorum was met with 10 ATIC Board Members present (Quorum = 9). A replay of
the meeting is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3W0mTAcPC4q.
Minutes from this and other past meetings are available at
https://lwww.arizonatele.org/board-minutes.html.

Many thanks to Nan Williams and the Arizona Technology in Education
Association (AzTEA, http://aztea.org/) for the use of their Zoom Video account for
video conferencing and dial-in capabilities and to the Arizona State Library for
providing additional support.

The next ATIC Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 8, 2026, virtually.
The schedule of ATIC Board Meetings for the balance of 2026 can be found
towards the end of these minutes and a calendar .ics for September thru
November Board Meetings can be found here.
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Administrative
1.1.Self-Introductions
See the list of attendees above.
1.2. Modifications to and Acceptance of Agenda Draft
MOTION: To accept the Agenda
MOVE: Henry Goldberg
SECOND: Nan Williams
Passed Unanimously
1.3. Acceptance of Minutes from May 13, 2026, Board Meeting
Oris Friesen writes the draft minutes, after which they are reviewed carefully by
Henry Goldberg, and Mark Goldstein does a final edit of the draft minutes before
issuing them to the Board as a draft for review, comment, and approval.
MOTION: To accept the Minutes of the May 13, 2026, Board Meeting.
MOVE: Erin Lorandos
SECOND: Nan Williams

Passed Unanimously

Historical minutes from past Board Meetings from 2023 on can be found on the
website at https://www.arizonatele.org/board-minutes.html.

1.4. Treasurer’s Report

Ron Schott, Treasurer, circulated via email the Desert Financial Credit Union
statement with account and transaction details for Board reference, which are
included at the back of these Minutes. Ron was absent, so Henry Goldberg
reported that current funds on hand total $3913.50. Ron said at the April 8t
meeting that he will file the ATIC Annual Report with the Arizona Corporation
Commission and pay the required $10 annual fee shortly. Mark had stated at a
previous meeting that ATIC’s major expenses are ATIC’s Directors & Officers
Insurance of $933 and its annual membership dues for the Arizona Technology
Council of $500, and these have been paid for this past year. Mark stated in a
previous meeting that the $4,000 ATIC funds on hand are sufficient to cover
about two years of ATIC’s expenses, and he is committed to raising new funding
for ATIC. Mark noted that ATIC had a much larger balance of funds in the past,
and some of that was used to fund the startup of the Arizona Broadband
Stakeholder Network.
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Steve Peters reported at the June 11, 2025, meeting on the Arizona Broadband
Stakeholder Network (AZBSN) financial situation. He thanked Karen Ziegler
Consulting Services and Valley Telecom Group for each contributing $1000 for
him to attend the NDIA Net Inclusion Conference in Arizona in May. Steve is also
soliciting broader sponsorship contributions for AZBSN.

He had reported in the past that he has been in discussion with some people
about securing some funding for AZBSN. He also noted that there are no funds
remaining in the AZBSN account and no new sponsorship funding has been
contributed. Steve had previously clarified that there was about $2000 remaining
in the account to cover AZBSN expenses (which are minimal currently) but no
funds available to pay his monthly salary. He hopes to have a proposal ready in
the near future and engage in concerted outreach to get some more funding.

Steve launched a sponsorship drive earlier to raise further funding
(https://www.arizonatele.org/funding-request-2020.html) and needs to become
more active in securing some sponsorship renewals and new sponsorships.
Mark has started including a call for ATIC and AZBSN joint sponsorship in ATIC
Board cover messages and communications.

At the July 10, 2024, ATIC Board Meeting, Mark provided a brief overview for
new attendees of the funding relationship among AZBSN, ATIC and GAZEL.
AZBSN was created jointly by ATIC and GAZEL. Steve’s monthly salary of
$2500 flows through GAZEL to AZBSN. It was noted by Steve Peters that there
exists a draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between ATIC and GAZEL
on AZBSN developed in 2020. One of the decisions that was made was to let
the finances of AZBSN operate under the management of GAZEL. However, the
GAZEL Board has not met for some time and is not effectively acting in an
operational or governance capacity.

In the past ATIC has contributed to Steve’s salary and AZBSN expenses but
does not have sufficient funds to continue such contributions. Mark has noted at
previous meetings that the ATIC bank balance has been drifting down, but with
remote ATIC Board meetings we no longer have to pay for lunches for
attendees, a significant recurring expense. Mark has commented in the past that
ATIC needs to pursue its own funding, which would include sponsorships. ATIC
needs to initiate a financial campaign for sponsors and other sources of funding
to support and undertake new projects. Mark noted that in the past ATIC has
been paid to host rural broadband workshops, produce election debates, and
has pursued various projects when it had more funds.

Mark indicated previously that he feels bound to initiate a campaign to address

this issue by reaching out to members in the commercial broadband arena. Mark
requested sponsorship funding for ATIC & AZBSN in the e-mail invitation for the
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ATIC Broadband Providers Working Group Meeting on November 14, 2025, as
well as in invitation emails to attend 2026 ATIC Board meetings.

1.5. ATIC Board Membership Considerations

Mark recapped that as of the April 8 Board Meeting Michael Holcomb is no longer
with the Arizona Telemedicine Program (ATP) and has resigned from the ATIC
Board. Similarly, Rob Gallegos has left NACOG and resigned from the ATIC Board.
They both requested to be kept on the ATIC mailing list. Mark also noted that Rory
Conaway of Wi-Fiber has resigned from the ATIC Board.

Mark noted that we elected four new ATIC Board Members at the March 11t ATIC
Board Meeting. One of them is in attendance today: Erin Lorandos, Philanthropy
Associate at Human-I-T. The other three are Melanie Esher, Senior Program
Coordinator for Education & Outreach for the Arizona Telemedicine Program;
Kelly Mukherjee, Director of Broadband and Digital Inclusion for ASU
Enterprise Technology and the director of the ASU AZ-1 (https://az-1.info/) web
portal; and Lucy Howell, CEO of Force for Health and co-chair of the AZBSN
Health and Education Task Force.

Mark has also been communicating with Morgan Gray of the ASU American Indian
Policy Institute (AIPI) directed by Traci Morris. Morgan has moved to Texas but
wants to be involved in some capacity and plans to attend future ATIC Board
meetings. Mark is waiting to hear from him.

Mark has contacted Mikhail Sundust at the Gila River Tribe Digital Connect Initiative
about joining the Board. Mikhail suggested that Mark speak with Clarice Chiago-
Jones, the CEO/GM of Gila River Telecommunications, Inc. (GRTI). Mark is looking
into have a meeting with Clarice.

Mark has lost contact with LJ Godfrey, AT&T Vice President of Operations for
Arizona and New Mexico. Brian Daly already represents AT&T on the ATIC Board in
terms of wireless technology.

Mark asked Mala to remind him of her past recommendation for a Navajo Nation
representative to contact about interest in joining the ATIC Board. Mala said there
has been some reorganization at the Navajo Nation and she will give Mark a name
soon.

Henry Goldberg recommended Randy Luening, the CEO of BroadbandToolkit.com,
as a potential ATIC Board member because he regularly attends AZBSN Task Force
meetings and some ATIC Board meetings, and has expertise in broadband
mapping, federal government activities, and wireless/satellite networks.
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1.5.1. ATIC Broadband Providers Working Group Meeting and Next Steps

ATIC organized another meeting of its Arizona Broadband Providers
Working Group at the Big Data Southwest’s National Al Data Center
Summit (#AIDC25, https://www.bigdatasw.org/) on November 14, 2025, at
the San Marcos Resort in Chandler.

Henry Goldberg attended this November 14" ATIC Broadband Providers
Working Group meeting and composed an excellent summary report of the
meeting. It was included in Section 1.5.1 of the minutes of the January 14,
2026, ATIC Board meeting.

Mark had commented at past ATIC Board meetings on the successful third
annual meeting last year of the ATIC Broadband Provider Working Group
on December 5, 2024, at the National Al Data Center Summit convened by
Kirk Busch and his company Big Data Southwest. Mark noted there is an
extensive report on that previous meeting in the January 2025 ATIC Board
Meeting Minutes. Mark said about 20 people participated at this December
session (12 in-person and 8 online).

Mark reported that there was some discussion at the December 2024
meeting about establishing a statewide organization of broadband service
providers to discuss/collaborate on common issues and ATIC’s role in
doing that, but no definitive actions along these lines were taken. In that
regard, the November 14, 2025, working group failed to meet all the
expectations Mark had hoped for. There were only a few providers
represented at the meeting, so the interest in establishing a formal Arizona
Broadband Providers Working Group was not discussed. Mark added that
there is an Arizona-New Mexico cable providers association as well as a
group of small ISPs in Arizona-New Mexico, but not an organization for all
Arizona broadband providers. Mark asked Heather Floyd, Tamara
Rosenberg, and Nate Martinez, who were present at the February 2026
ATIC Board meeting if they had any views on the need for an Arizona
Broadband Providers Working Group, but they had no strong views on this.
Mark added that ATIC does considerable work on broadband policy issues
through his work on the Arizona Technology Council (AZTC) Public Policy
Guide, which includes broadband providers and technology companies,
and Mark, Kirk Busch, John Kelly, and Ron Schott serve on the AZTC
Public Policy Committee.

Mark noted that due to the lack of enthusiasm demonstrated by the sparse
attendance of broadband provider representatives at the most recent

ATIC Board Agenda & Minutes 6/10/26 Page 6


https://www.bigdatasw.org/

g Phone: 602.254.5887
. %;f aticarizona@gmail.com

; - http://www.arizonatele.org/
Telecom & Information Council biwww.arizonatele.org

so™

meeting, he is leaning toward discontinuing these ATIC Broadband
Providers Working Group meetings. Mark thanked Kirk Busch for hosting all
of our ATIC Broadband Providers Working Group meetings at the Big Data
Southwest National Al Data Center Summits.

1.6.Review of Outstanding Action Items as Documented in the May 13, 2026,
Minutes

Action Item: Mark will contact Derek Masseth to request that he attend
ATIC Board meetings to give updates on the Sun Corridor Network since
he has not attended for a long time.

Mark contacted Derek who indicated he would try to attend the May meeting, but
he did not attend the May or June meetings. Consequently, this Action Item will
be carried over to the July 2026 ATIC Board Meeting.

2. Informational Presentations
None.
3. Activity Reports
3.1. Arizona Broadband Office Report (Nick Capozzi, Kelly Krusee)

Nick Capozzi, the State Broadband Director of the Arizona Commerce Authority
(ACA) State Broadband Office, and Kelly Krusee, Community Engagement
Manager of the State Broadband Office, were not present. In their absence,
Mark provided an overview of the current status of the Arizona BEAD program
and the national BEAD situation. This section summarizes information provided
at past ATIC Board meetings for context as well as new information reported at
today’s meeting.

The BEAD program was funded at a total of $42.5 billion under the Biden
administration’s Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (lIJA) in November
2021, which also provided funding for the Digital Equity program of $2.75 billion
but that was rescinded by the Trump administration. The Trump administration
made a major modification of the way BEAD program funds would be allocated
in its BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice issued in June 2025, under which
priority for fiber solutions was removed and each state was required to conduct
one “Benefit of the Bargain Round” of bidding to select the lowest-cost,
technology-neutral solutions that met the specified performance requirements.
The BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice also opened up bidding to unlicensed
fixed wireless and LEO satellite service providers.

The Arizona State Broadband Office revised BEAD Final Proposal has been
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approved by NTIA and subsequently by the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST). The State Broadband Office funding has now been
allocated the corresponding BEAD funding as the state grantee.

Arizona’s Final Proposal awarded about $446 million in BEAD funding. There
was $520 million in subgrantees’ matching funding, yielding a total of $967
million capital investment to deploy Arizona broadband infrastructure to serve
about 160,000 eligible households and 1,256 community anchor institutions in
70 specified project areas. The State Broadband Office is now working with the
sub-grantees to finalize contracts, and we should start seeing notices for sub-
grantees to proceed. Once the sub-grantees receive the necessary permitting
and environmental clearance approvals for their projects, Mark expects will see
shovels in the ground soon after that and some will likely be underway in late
summer with all underway in the fall.

Mark highlighted the State Broadband Office new best-in-class state permitting
tool. They have created an “Arizona Permit Finder”
(https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8ae6e9631c4c4d4baceeb26918dcic
b4/) interactive broadband permitting map which coordinates for a BEAD
subgrantee all the permitting information/processes required across county,
state, tribal, and federal lands for every BEAD project area.

BEAD Non-Deployment Funding (i.e. about $21 billion in funds allocated to the
BEAD program that will not be needed to deploy broadband infrastructure as
determined by the final proposals approved by NTIA) had been uncertain, but
the Trump administration is now moving towards approving this with
specifications on how the funds can be used after a lot of pressure from state
governors/legislators and Congressional members. President Trump signed the
“‘Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appropriation Act, 2026”
on January 23", which requires NTIA to hold a briefing about the BEAD non-
deployment funds on its plans for the 56 states/territories to spend their
remaining BEAD allocations with program rules to follow. Arizona was allocated
$993 million for the BEAD program, and with the $446 million for BEAD
broadband infrastructure funding and subtracting 2% for ACA administrative
costs, this leaves about $520 million in BEAD non-deployment funds for Arizona.
The U.S. Senate and House have put forth a bipartisan bill, the “SUCCESS for
BEAD Act (called BEAD I1)”, authorizing the allocation of the BEAD non-
deployment funds available to the states for various purposes including:
hardening/resiliency of networks (e.g. network redundancy, cybersecurity),
middle-mile infrastructure, mobile wireless networks, carrier-neutral Internet
Exchange Points (IXPs), Al edge interconnection, permitting staff, and workforce
development for broadband/cybersecurity/Al. NTIA has conducted three
listening sessions with a variety of stakeholders and also met with state
broadband officials on their priorities for the BEAD non-deployment funds.
Arielle Roth, the NTIA Administrator, announced on March 6% that NTIA is taking
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additional time beyond the original due date scheduled for March 11t to
determine its priorities/rules for the BEAD non-deployment funds program based
on all these inputs to ensure the funds are spent as efficiently and responsibly
as possible. Erin Lorandos had commented that the NTIA recap of the listening
sessions did not highlight the digital inclusion area as a priority, even though
many attendees emphasized its importance. At a previous ATIC Board meeting,
Mark commented that each state will craft their own priorities for allocating their
non-deployment funds based on NTIA guidelines, and Heather Floyd stated that
Nick Capozzi has said he would put a high priority on middle-mile infrastructure
with resiliency. Heather Floyd and Mark stated at the May 13" ATIC Board
meeting that Arielle Roth and Howard Lutnick, Secretary of Commerce, have
recently indicated NTIA guidance on the BEAD non-deployment funds program
will come in about one to two months.

Mark reported that SpaceX had made an effort to loosen its Starlink LEO
satellite service from some of the BEAD requirements in some states for which it
had received awards, but NTIA has announced that it will not allow BEAD
awardees to retroactively absolve themselves of BEAD program requirements.
Mala Muralidharan commented that Democrats in Congress have pushed back
against Starlink’s request, and Mark replied that he guesses that the LEO
satellite providers (Starlink and Amazon Leo) will negotiate with the states and
sign contracts for the conditions required since they were allocated substantial
BEAD funding (Starlink and Amazon Leo were awarded about $733 million and
$311 nationally, respectively).

Henry Goldberg noted that he read an article about NTIA updated guidance on
the BEAD program “BEAD Subgrantee: Protect Your Rights” that encourages
subgrantees to ensure when they sign their BEAD contracts with the states that
they are compliant with the program, and also establishes permitting reforms for
BEAD. The permitting reforms in this guidance are: states must approve or
deny permits within 90 days, set limits on permitting fees, and the state must
establish a permitting roundtable comprising federal/state/local/tribal authorities
and industry representatives to resolve permitting disputes/delays. It has been
reported by some analysts that the permitting reforms may not be feasible to
achieve because the state is not in control of all permitting (local authorities have
substantial control). Mala Muralidharan explained that under the BEAD program
State Broadband Offices are not allowed to regulate rates, must enforce net
neutrality, and can’t enforce how ISPs deploy fiber. See Mala’s written Arizona
State Library Report in Section 3.4 of the May 13" ATIC Board Meeting Minutes
for a detailed description of this NTIA updated guidance. Mala and Mark noted
that the permitting reforms are consistent with the recent “Accelerating
Broadband Permits Act” that is federal legislation to speed up broadband
deployment by reforming federal permitting processes. Mala added BEAD
deployment progress must be submitted to NTIA and will be published on a
BEAD progress dashboard, and any environmental issues with deploying fiber
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must be reported and considered with respect to the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). Mark added that local governments are opposing legislation
that would take permitting control away from them.

Heather Floyd stated there has been a proposal to allocate some of the BEAD
non-deployment funds to address defaults by subgrantees on BEAD project
awards. Mark explained that the BEAD goal is to provide 100% coverage of all
unserved/underserved project areas, and under the RDOF program there were a
lot of defaults by awardees due to some not being fully-qualified and the lowest-
cost bidding approach used. Mala Muralidharan noted a Benton Institute study
that stated RDOF had a 37% default rate, so it is likely there will be some
defaults by BEAD subgrantees. Henry Goldberg commented that a recent study
indicates substantial pole attachment costs nationwide (up to $4.6 billion) for
ISPs to deploy fiber on utility-owned poles for BEAD as well as higher than
expected labor and material costs could lead to defaults by BEAD subgrantees.
Mark noted at today’s meeting that several ISPs in Nebraska and Texas have
walked away from their BEAD awards (Amazon Leo was one in Nebraska), and
so these states will re-open bidding for the corresponding BSLs (broadband-
serviceable locations) that are now unserved.

Mark stated that President Trump issued an Executive Order in January warning
that states that pass onerous Al regulations will not be eligible for BEAD non-
deployment funds. There is likely to be considerable debate about the meaning
of “onerous” in this regard so it will be interesting how NTIA incorporates this.

Mark and Heather Floyd had commented that New Mexico passed an
Affordability bill that allocates $10 million the first year (with the possibility up to
$45 million later) to subsidize low-income residents’ broadband services. New
Mexico appears to be the first state to do this, which is similar to the former
federal Affordable Connectivity Program. Heather reported that Valley Telecom
Group is a BEAD subgrantee in New Mexico, and she has spoken with their
Director of Operations about a one-year delay in deployment they are
experiencing there to be reported in Senate testimony.

Mark had noted at a previous ATIC Board meeting that the Trump administration
has filed for dismissal of the National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA) lawsuit
regarding the rescinding of the Digital Equity Competitive Grants program. Mark
commented that rescinding of a Congressionally-approved funding program like
the Digital Equity program may not be legal as precedent has been set by a
recent district court ruling declaring Trump administration recission of National
Endowment for the Humanities grants as unlawful.

Steve Peters had commented at a previous ATIC Board meeting that he wants
to get the State Broadband Office to speak to the AZBSN Task Force about its
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plans for the BEAD non-deployment funds once NTIA issues its guidelines for
this program.

Heather Floyd mentioned that Nick Capozzi has issued a job posting for Deputy
Director of the Arizona Broadband Office. Erin Lorandos posted the following
link to this job posting: https://job-
boards.greenhouse.io/arizonacommerceauthority/jobs/5249695008

Henry Goldberg suggested that Mark contact Nick Capozzi to request he or
Kelly Krusee provide an update on Arizona Broadband Office BEAD activities
since they have not presented since the BEAD Final Proposal was approved.

Action Item: Mark will contact Nick Capozzi to request he or Kelly Krusee
attend an upcoming ATIC Board meeting to provide an update on Arizona
Broadband Office BEAD activities.

3.1.1.Broadband Grants, Rural Community Outreach & Projects
The content for this section is included above in Section 3.1.

3.1.2.Digital Equity Initiatives & Opportunities
The content for this section is included above in Section 3.1.

3.1.3.ACA Broadband Strategy & ATIC Role/Support
The content for this section is included above in Section 3.1.

3.2. Arizona Broadband Stakeholder Network (Steve Peters)

3.2.1.AZBSN Broadband & Digital Access Task Force Updates
Steve Peters is the Coordinator of the AZBSN Broadband & Digital Access
Task Force. The Task Force is now meeting bi-weekly on Thursday
morning at 8 am. In addition to presentations at meetings, the AZBSN Task
Force regularly receives briefings from the Arizona State Broadband Office,
the Arizona State Library, Arizona Department of Education, and others
involved in broadband and digital equity work in the state. Steve sends out
a newsletter after every meeting that recaps the most recent meeting and
conveys information about upcoming events, policy reports, and other
relevant information, as well as links to recordings and transcripts of the
weekly Task Force meetings.
Steve was not present. Mark reported that Steve is in transition towards

retirement. Steve and his wife Mary are in Portland, Oregon from May 28 —
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September 5. Steve has placed the AZBSN Broadband & Digital Task
Force meetings on a bi-weekly schedule during the summer. Mark noted
that there is an opportunity and a need for ATIC to assist in the
development and implementation strategy of this transition with Steve.
Steve may require assistance in preparing the AZBSN newsletter.

Henry Goldberg noted that Steve has not yet clarified if the AZBSN
meetings will continue on a bi-weekly schedule after the summer months.

Mark thanked Steve at the January meeting for all he has done including
anchoring the report that the AZBSN task force wrote in November 2020
during the COVID-19 crisis. Mark noted that ATIC has been a long-time
supporter of AZBSN and Steve’s work. However, he was not ready to
discuss how we might strategize moving forward without Steve’s
participation. He noted that ATIC has been a financial and other supporter
of AZBSN and GAZEL, which has acted in an operational capacity to assist
AZBSN but is no longer active.

Mark wants to consider how ATIC can keep AZBSN continuing to operate
after Steve retires. Mark noted that he may ask some of the core AZBSN
participants to help share the load to coordinate AZBSN going forward.
Mark suggested that we discuss appropriate strategies to pursue later.

Mark noted that it takes a lot of work to do what Steve does regarding the
weekly e-mail meeting invitation with newsletter, the scheduling of
speakers, managing the AZBSN website, and all the background activity.
This may require some re-invention and refocusing. Mark asked for
comments from the floor at a previous ATIC Board meeting. Oris Friesen
said he did not have any concrete suggestions for going forward, but we
should ensure that what has been achieved by AZBSN is not lost. There
needs to be someone or some group to pick up where Steve will leave it.
Oris would hate to see it disappear. Mark replied that is what motivated him
to reach out to three people, namely Erin Lorandos, Kelly Mukherjee and
Lucy Howell, who have significantly contributed to AZBSN and who might
have the energy and bandwidth to carry it forward and share the workload.
Heather Floyd commented that those three people are the right choice
because their interests and capabilities are compatible with the AZBSN
objectives. She also said that bi-weekly meetings might be a good idea: It
might get better attendance because it requires less work and could provide
richer content at each meeting. Mark said we will continue this
conversation.

3.2.2. AZBSN Leadership Group & New Initiatives

The content for this section will be replaced by the plans for AZBSN going
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forward discussed above in Section 3.2.1.
3.2.3.Return to Outreach Activities with Newsletters & Webinars
No new action to report in this area.
3.3.Technology in Education/eLearning

3.3.1.Arizona Technology in Education Association (AzTEA) (Nan
Williams)

Nan Williams serves as Executive Director of AZTEA (https://aztea.org/)
and sits on the EDTech Committee for the Arizona Department of
Education (ADE) which recently rewrote the Educational Technology
standards. She is also participating in the ADE Technology Task Force on
the Digital Learning Subcommittee and she is part of the ISTE policy group
on digital equity access. She has also been working with the Arizona Rural
Schools Association and their Final Mile Project
(https://www.finalmileproject.com/).

Nan reported at the April 8 ATIC Board Meeting that AzZTEA had a very
successful cyber security conference in February and was gearing up for
the CI&IT Conference on April 24. The topic is trust - trust in your leaders
and trust in the environment. COSN has a Trusted Learning Environment
Seal, and they were going to look at what that means.

Nan was unavailable but reported at the May 13" ATIC Board Meeting that
the AzZTEA & ADE Town Hall will be held on June 11t

More information can be found on the AzTEA website
(https://bit.ly/azteaflyers).

3.3.2.Greater Arizona Educational Leadership (GAZEL) (Steve Peters)

The GAZEL Board hasn’t met since early 2022 and needs reactivation and
refreshing to further operationalize GAZEL. Steve has been in touch with
existing Board members in an effort to revitalize the Board as a functional
entity. The Board still needs to acquire Directors & Officers (D&O)
insurance for good governance and proper protections especially if funded
projects are to be undertaken.

Mark Goldstein stated that GAZEL needs to be reinvigorated including its
interaction with ATIC on the AZBSN Broadband &) Digital Access Task
Force. Steve stated he is looking into reactivating the GAZEL Board and is
talking to past GAZEL Board members to come up with a plan as well as
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engage new Board members.
3.3.3.Sun Corridor Network (SCN) (Derek Masseth)

Action Item: Mark will contact Derek Masseth to request he or a proxy
attend ATIC Board meetings to give updates on the Sun Corridor
Network since he has not attended for a long time.

Mark reached out via email to Derek Masseth who responded after the April
8" meeting that he will try to attend the May meeting, but he was unable to
attend either the May or June meeting, so this Action ltem will be carried
forward for the July meeting.

The Sun Corridor Network (SCN) is Arizona’s Research & Education
Network supporting the state universities, education, healthcare,
government and CAls. Derek Masseth, Executive Director of SCN, was
elected to the ATIC Board to replace Laura Etter, at the April 9, 2025, ATIC
Board meeting. In Derek’s absence at today’s meeting, we carry forward
the detailed report Laura gave at the April 2025 ATIC Board meeting.

Laura reported that the contract is done with ADOT for SCN using their
middle-mile fiber deployed along 1-17, I-19, and 1-40 West from Flagstaff
to the California border. SCN wants to use the fiber to support
educational institutions and non-profits’ connectivity needs.

Laura displayed a map showing the ADOT fiber discussed above along
with the middle-mile fiber deployed through the Maricopa County
Broadband Infrastructure Program (funded by ARPA). The Maricopa
County-funded middle-mile fiber was deployed by Zayo along Highway
60 to Las Vegas, with three Points of Presence (POPs) off-ramps from
downtown Phoenix to just past Wickenburg. She explained that the fiber
controlled by Zayo extends from Wickenburg to Las Vegas but has no
off-ramps. SCN is also working on laying fiber along state highway 74
(the Carefree Highway) down to I-10 and into Gila Bend.

Mark asked about the role played by eX?. Laura explained that eX? only
manages/leases the ADOT middle-mile fiber; the Maricopa County-
funded fiber is complementary and can do more with it. Laura would like
to see a detailed map of all fiber throughout the state so SCN could
better evaluate opportunities to bring fiber to educational entities and
anchor Institutions as well as understand where the gaps are. Mark
agreed and referred to the maps in the February 2025 ATIC Board
meeting minutes that describe ADOT and APS fiber infrastructure
managed by eX?. Mark added that it would be very useful to have a map
of various fiber assets in the state such as those of eX?, SCN, and Zayo
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3.4. Arizona State Library (Holly Henley, Mala Muralidharan)

Mala Muralidharan, the E-rate Administrator for Public Libraries at the Arizona
State Library, reported on Arizona State Library activities.

Mala reported that Arizona E-rate applicants have received $15 million for 2026-
27 in the first six waves of funding. Arizona E-rate applicants received $81
million for the 2025-26 fiscal year (and there are some ongoing appeals), which
was about 3% of the national E-rate funding.

Mala said the FCC is considering some programmatic changes for applicants as
well as major policy changes to the E-rate program. Some believe the FCC may
move to end the E-rate program, but there is strong support for E-rate. Senator
Edward Markey, for example, has called the E-rate program “a national
commitment to close the digital divide.”

Some of the questions the FCC is asking are vague. For example it is asked:
Should the E-rate program be narrowed? But it needs to be clarified: What does
“narrow” mean? Are schools going to be part of the program? Are libraries going
to be part of the program? Who will be removed? How will that be done?

Other questions the FCC will address are the following. Has the E-rate program
fulfilled its mission, so we don’t need it anymore? Should the contract bidding
process be reconsidered? Should the program be narrowed down regarding
eligible services? There are questions related to the Children’s Internet
Protection Act (CIPA): Are children being sufficiently protected and should
schools not following CIPA guidelines be de-funded? These CIPA issues are
extremely debatable, and Senator Cruz’ Eyes On Board program to regulate
screen-time is being brought up again. Another question relates to E-rate
consultants as to whether they need certification and if the certification should be
annually renewed.

The above questions, called a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), are
scheduled for discussion at an FCC open meeting on June 25. The draft is about
70 pages long. SHLB sees this as a critical situation and will have an emergency
meeting to discuss this. Funds for Learning has published their annual survey for
stakeholder input at www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026USF where comments can
also be made about how ending the E-rate program would damage schools and
libraries.

Henry Goldberg asked if the current E-rate funding for Internet access is
primarily directed to subsidizing existing Internet services rather than building
new fiber access infrastructure. Mala responded that the E-rate program has
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ongoing subsidies for Internet service for schools and libraries, but there is also
a program for fiber buildout for last mile and middle mile in high-cost areas if
states contribute funding.

Mala emphasized that the E-rate program has existed for 30 years. One reason
the FCC is reconsidering E-rate is because the BEAD program would extend
fiber infrastructure broadly. The recent GAO study showed that E-rate
fraud/abuse is very low.

Mala had previously reported that nearly 50 percent of the E-rate applications for
2026-27 were approved in the first wave. After the first wave, USAC approvals
seem to have slowed down. She noted that there are sufficient funds in the E-
rate budget to cover all of the applications that have been received for this cycle,
for Category 1 and Category 2 (as long as they are correctly done). Although
there were a record number of applications, especially for Category 2, the dollar
amount of funds applied for was less than the previous year. This is partly due to
the cost per megabit having decreased, and the applicant organizations are
limited by the percentage of their budget that can be used for networking. Any
funds for Category 2 that are not used will be rolled over until next year. This is
the first year of the five-year cycle for Category 2 funding.

Mark, at a previous ATIC Board meeting, explained for the less frequent
attendees that E-rate is an FCC fund administered by a group called USAC. It is
funded by a fee on landline telephony service that subsidizes the costs for
broadband services for schools and libraries. The program is in trouble because
of the decrease in landline revenue due to the increased use of cell phones. The
federal government is now considering reforming the Universal Service Fund
(USF) contributions that fund the E-rate program and other programs.

As mentioned above, Mala noted that Funds for Learning is conducting its
annual national survey of E-rate applicants, and the survey is open now to all E-
rate applicants and consultants. The FCC has introduced a new E-rate bidding
portal and procedures this year in spite of considerable opposition. Whereas in
the past only the final contract was posted, now all submitted bids, whether
authentic or not, must be posted on the E-Rate Productivity Center (EPC) portal.
This E-rate bidding portal will be trialed in 2027 and be fully implemented in
2028. The survey is looking for comments on this process. Other comments are
sought concerning desired eligible E-rate services, effect of satellite availability
in remote areas, etc.

See Mala’s written report on Arizona State Library activities below:
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ATIC Meeting 6-10-26 — Mala’s report

E-Rate Funding Commitments made by USAC till end May

Funding Year State Total National Total % Nat. Total
2026 Applications $15,055,953.94 $1,142,861,254.31 1.3%
2025 Applications $81,003,102.62 $2,662,028,250.92 3.0%

FCC PROPOSES BIG CHANGES IN E-RATE:
The FCC's tentative agenda for its June 25th Open Meeting includes a draft Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (“NPRM”) and a draft Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(“FNPRM”)(see FCC-CIRC2606-02) for “
Initial comments on these proposed rules will be due 30 days after FCC adoption and
publication in the Federal Register. Reply comments will be due another 30 days thereafter.
The 70 page document - a draft Notice of Proposed Rulemaking asks some of the most
fundamental existential questions the E-rate program has faced since it began in 1996.

e Should the E-Rate be sunset?

e Should the program be narrow

e Has it fulfilled its mission?
e Should eligibility, discount rates, and even the way contracts are bid be reconsidered?

When E-Rate began in the late 1990s, most schools and libraries had little or no internet access.
Today, nearly every school in the country has a high-speed connection.
The FCC points to that success and suggests the job is finished. The reality is the opposite. That
connectivity exists because E-Rate supports it year after year
A network is a continuing commitment. Bandwidth needs grow every year. Equipment ages and
has to be replaced, and Wi-Fi that once served a few laptops now supports online testing,
security systems, and daily building operations. In many schools and libraries, broadband now
runs everything from the HVAC to door locks. Treating E-Rate as a finished project is like
deciding to stop maintaining a highway because it has already been built. The 1996
Telecommunications Act, which created E-Rate, defines universal service as an “evolving level
of telecommunications services,” a commitment meant to keep pace with advancing
technology.
So what happens if E-Rate goes away?

e Schools and libraries would have to absorb the full cost of their internet service. For

institutions already working with tight budgets, that money has to come from
somewhere. That money comes out of staff and program budgets that make a school or
library more than a building.

e Schools and Libraries will opt for lower bandwidth — may be only 10% of what they are
currently getting — which was their share and what they have been able to afford.
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e The need for more bandwidth is increasing not decreasing as libraries and schools are
the cradle to grow and adopt new technologies, new programs.

e When BEAD brings higher bandwidth to your doorstep or down your neighborhood, if
the school or library cannot afford to pay the recurring costs to use it... the whole
purpose is lost.

e Pull that funding, and the digital divide between well-resourced districts and struggling
ones, grows. The communities that depend most on E-Rate are the ones that would
suffer the greatest.

What else does the FCC draft NPRM address?
e It seeks comments on whether the Commission’s current interpretation of the

Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) is the best reading of that statute and
whether existing CIPA requirements sufficiently protect children from inappropriate and
harmful content when using school and library computers to access E-Rate-funded
networks and services.

e It seeks comments on potential legal and policy considerations for assessing children’s
screen time and protecting children and empowering parents, guardians, and teachers
in decision-making involving children’s access to E-Rate funded networks and services.
However, a student doing supervised research on a school device is in a different
category from a child scrolling on a personal phone, a distinction the proposal only
briefly raises. There are real questions about what healthy screen use looks like and
how different kinds of use compare. Those questions should not become a backdoor
for dismantling E-Rate.

e The FCC also asks whether E-Rate support should be limited to rural areas. Universal
service should not draw a distinction between a disadvantaged child in a rural town and
a disadvantaged child in a city. Congress did not write that difference into the law, and
there is no reason to invent it now.

e |[tis also worth remembering that E-Rate does not stand alone. It is one of four
programs funded through the Universal Service Fund, and those programs reinforce one

another. Weakening E-Rate weakens the entire system that brings affordable
connections to schools, libraries, rural and urban communities, low-income families, and
health care providers. A threat to one is a threat to all.

A second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“FNPRM”) :
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e Proposed actions to strengthen program integrity by increasing oversight over
consultants, including requiring annual disclosures and certification, creating a
registration system, and prohibiting certain fee arrangements.

o Proposed measures to streamline administrative processes, including establishing a June
30th deadline for submission of the FCC Form 473, modifying the FCC Form 479
submission requirements, and requiring all contracts to be signed after the allowable
contract date.

e Proposed sunset and delete certain Emergency Connectivity Fund (“ECF”) program rules
from the Code of Federal Regulations.

It is important to frame this —
e Thisis a proposal, not a decision. The FCC is asking questions and seeking
public comment.
e Congress created E-rate, so the Commission cannot rewrite the program alone. The
comment record will shape the outcome.

Senator Edward Markey (D-Mass) who, as a Congressman, played a major role in the

Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the birth of the E-Rate program. He wrote:
“E-Rate is a cornerstone of our nation’s commitment to closing the digital divide. | am worried that
this FCC review of the program will result in new obstacles to connecting kids to the internet in
schools and libraries across the country. Although | share concerns about social media's impact on
our young people, it is important to remember that all screen time is not the same, and E-Rate
already includes strong safeguards to protect students online. | plan to engage closely to ensure the
FCC protects E-Rate, follows the law, and keeps students connected.”

The FCC has asked the E-rate community to put evidence on the record: Is the program
working? What has it made possible? What would change in your schools and libraries if it were
limited?

The Commission will make its decisions based on what the record shows, and the record is built
from the experiences of the people the program actually serves.

Our voices can be heard through the the annual E-rate applicant survey. For years, the survey
has been the single largest collection of applicant voices in the program — data we put
directly in front of policymakers so that decisions about E-rate reflect the reality of the
schools and libraries who depend on it. This year, that evidence matters more than it ever
has.

E-Rate survey : www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026USF

ATIC Board Agenda & Minutes 6/10/26 Page 19


http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026USF

ARIZ

Telecom & Information Council

f‘%qﬂN A Phone: 602.254.5887
‘%f;g aticarizona@gmail.com

http://www.arizonatele.org/

so™

So If you are an E-rate applicant or a stakeholder take eight minutes and complete the 2026
Applicant Survey. Then share it with a colleague who should be counted too. The purpose of
our applicant survey is to gather feedback regarding the E-rate program from school and library
officials with working knowledge of the program. As in prior years, summary statistics from the
survey responses will be shared with the FCC and USAC. All responses are confidential. Only
aggregate data will be used for analysis and no individual responses will be made available. This
information will not be provided to a third party.

The survey is open until July 21, 2026.

3.5.

3.6.

End of State Library Report
Telehealth (Melanie Esher)

Melanie Esher (mesher@arizona.edu), Senior Program Coordinator of
Education & Outreach for the Arizona Telemedicine Program (ATP), has
replaced long-time ATIC Board member Janet Major. For upcoming
telemedicine events see their website at
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/arizona-telemedicine-program/about/. For
information about the Arizona Telemedicine Council, see
https://telemedicine.arizona.edu/about-us/atc. Mark noted that the ATP has been
operating for 30 years and is a leader nationally in telemedicine, and that Bob
Burns was the original sponsor of ATP in the state legislature.

Melanie Esher was unable to attend, so there was no report.

Mark mentioned at the May 13" ATIC Board meeting that USDA is taking
applications for its longstanding Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grants
Program. Applications are due by June 30" and $27 million in funding is
available. Melanie said that ATP is considering applying for some of those funds.
Mark stated that he saw a large amount (possibly $50 billion) in federal funding
is available for rural health support. Melanie had commented that the challenge
is to get the right stakeholders together to apply for certain sections of these
funds.

Government Affairs
3.6.1. Arizona Broadband Policy Update (John Kelly, Mark Goldstein)

We have already discussed various state broadband policy issues under
Section 3.1 and Section 3.4.

John Kelly was unable to attend, so Mark provided a summary report. The
Legislature is struggling to finalize the state budget in negotiations with the
Governor. Dave Verwys and Oris Friesen said they just reached agreement
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today on the budget, and the Legislative session will likely end in June.
Dave stated that Arizona will be the first state to comply with the new
federal tax cuts. Mark noted that although this Governor holds the record
for the number of vetoes she has cast in previous sessions, there are
currently at least 48 bills that she approved and signed into law this
session.

Kirk Busch stated that he was disappointed to see that the Governor and
Legislature put a three-year moratorium on tax incentives for new data
centers (Note that this does not apply to existing data centers). Kirk
believes this is contradictory because new data centers bring in new
revenues to the state so there will be a net loss of state revenues.

There was substantial further discussion of issues related to data centers
that follows. Dave Verwys commented that many people are opposing data
centers because of their large water consumption. Kirk responded that new
data centers implement a “closed-loop” design that does not use much
water for cooling, so the use of water is no longer an issue and this is a
myth. Dave also commented that Apple’s new devices are now
implementing Al communicating with data centers, and Kirk replied that
Apple will probably have Google Gemini embedded in iPhones and partner
with Google on Al in the data centers or network edge. Dave also noted
that space-based and submersible micro data centers are likely to change
the requirements and impacts of Al applications in the future. Henry
Goldberg replied that space-based data centers will take a long time to
implement if they are viable because of various major issues that need to
be addressed and the costs of implementing them.

Kirk announced that the Arizona Data Center Alliance, coordinated by
Andrea Clinton, is doing a community outreach event called “Building
Community Trust in the Data Center Era” at ASU Skysong on June 25,
(https://azdatacenter.org/events/azdca-building-community-trust-in-the-
data-center-era). Mark summarized some of the arguments used to
advocate against and for Al data centers. Many people are concerned
about job loss from the implementation of Al technologies. The excessive
use of water has become a red herring as most new data centers use little
water as Kirk Busch discussed above. Noise pollution from the generators
and cooling systems and servers is another common criticism. The centers
take up a lot of space and although their construction generates jobs, once
completed the operational manpower requirements are minimal. Henry
Goldberg added that other key public concerns about data centers are:
electricity rates for consumers can go up substantially if the data centers
draw large amounts of power from the electric utilities’ grid; and there are
air pollution and global warming impacts of data centers using natural gas
or diesel fuels for power supply. Mark noted that data centers provide
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substantial tax revenues to communities and some data centers create
green spaces around them, so these benefits have to be traded off against
the various public concerns. There are thoughts of placing data centers in
more rural areas or on federal or state land or near prisons. There is also
some interest in placing data centers in space in the future because solar
power is always available and other concerns can be avoided, but there are
various issues that would need to be resolved. There are hundreds of
billions of dollars that are being invested in terrestrial Al data centers.

Mark cited a recent paper he had written titled “IRC On-Orbit Compute &
Orbital Data Centers Briefing 03_26B” (https://tinyurl.com/ybav42jc).

For example Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin has announced a proposal for a
50,000 satellite constellation for Al data centers. SpaceX has proposed
launching one million LEO satellites to support data centers in space. The
level of activity and investment in what is called Orbital Data Centers (ODC)
is very high.

Kirk noted that the hyperscalers are investing in building their own power
sources rather than drawing excessive power from the grid so as not to
increase consumer power bills. It was noted that small modular nuclear
reactors may be deployed in 5-10 years to supply data centers’ power
needs because they do not emit greenhouse gases, and Kirk mentioned
that thorium molten-salt reactors are promising for the future because they
overcome uranium supply problems.

Heather Floyd pointed out an Al bill titted HB 4005, which mandates
Arizona public and charter schools offer instruction on the ethical, moral,
and educational uses of Al. This bill did not pass.

Tri-Advocates, John Kelly’s firm, distributes a weekly report on state
legislature activities and bills to a subgroup of ATIC Board Members.
Contact Mark to be added to the list.

3.6.2. Federal Broadband Policy Update (Mark Goldstein)
Nicole Umayam, NTIA Federal Program Officer for the Arizona BEAD
program and previously our local Arizona NTIA contact person, has
provided updates on the BEAD program in the past but she has not
participated in ATIC Board meetings for a long time.

Mark gave a summary of BEAD progress earlier in Section 3.1, and Mala
discussed E-rate in Section 3.4.

Mark Goldstein provided the following description in the Chat about the
federal government’s Office of Management and Budget (OMB) proposed
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major new federal grants guidelines. Big changes in federal grant
administration are being proposed by OMB for adoption by 10/1/26 for the
start of FY2027. See Benton Institute analysis at
https://www.benton.org/blog/omb-proposes-changes-federal-grant-
administration-how-will-they-impact-federal-broadband and the draft OMB
proposal at https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-05-29/pdf/2026-
10817.pdf. It would allow denying of grants on DEI or gender ideology
grounds and enable discretionary federal termination post award. It’s also
intended to reduce grant recipients’ reporting and compliance burdens as
well as improving transparency, accountability, and oversight for federal
spending. Just a heads up. Bound to be a winding road to
approval/adoption, but it has a potentially massive impact. Comments are
due by 7/13/26 to be submitted electronically at
https://www.regulations.gov/ under docket OMB-2026-0034.

Mark stated that the federal government’s proposed legislation American
Broadband Deployment Act HR 2289 designed to accelerate broadband
infrastructure deployment by limiting local/state government permitting
delays (such as shot clocks to make decisions) has been contentious. ISPs
are strongly in favor of reducing permitting obstacles, but municipalities
don’t want their authority over infrastructure deployment overrided (the US
Conference of Mayors announced they oppose this bill).

Mark noted that there has been an attempt by the federal government to
rein in state-level regulation of Al because different state Al regulatory
requirements would slow down US Al progress. Earlier this year there was
an Executive Order from the President that “onerous” Al regulation would
be a cause for denying BEAD non-deployment grant funding to states.

Mark said there are a couple of federal grant programs underway. One
deals with distance learning and telemedicine and is offered by the USDA,
which has $27 million available with a June 30 application deadline. There
is also the USDA Community Connects Grants program refurbished for $17
million in funding this year.

Heather Floyd added that there will be a Round 6 for the USDA ReConnect
program for community broadband projects. It will be announced later this
year. Mark said that ReConnect is a larger program than the Community
Connect program with grants up to $50 million.

Another grant program mentioned by Mark is the NTIA Tribal Broadband
Connectivity program, which has about $500 million available from an initial
allocation of $3 billion for a Round 3 sometime this year.

Mark said at the May 13" ATIC Board Meeting that the federal government
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is reconsidering the provisions for funding the Universal Service Fund
(USF) High-Cost Program. This program provides subsidies to carriers to
provide broadband service in rural high-cost areas. The FCC is considering
making this a low-bidder program modelled after RDOF and BEAD where
the lowest bid that meets the performance requirements wins the contract.
Heather Floyd, whose company participates in the High-Cost program, said
she had heard nothing about this proposed change. Mark replied this news
came out just a few days ago.

At the May Board meeting Mark commented that there has been
consideration of banning social media use for youth in some countries.

Nan Williams responded that children often get around parents’ approval for
using social media. She added that general screen time is a home issue,
and instructional screen time is a schools’ issue of how best to use
technology for learning.

4. Information and Action Plans
4.1.ATIC Website & Teleconferencing (All)

As noted previously by Mark and Steve, the ATIC website is aging a bit so this is
an opportunity to clean it up and restructure it. The website is shared with
AZBSN. Steve Peters noted above that he will be looking into updating the
AZBSN section on the ATIC website.

The website needs to be leveraged to publicize the AZBSN Digital Access Task
Force Report recommendations as well as using it for communications and
public engagement, such as newsletters. Kirk noted that he will continue to
promote ATIC/AZBSN on LinkedIn and elsewhere.

Mark has updated the ATIC Board Members webpage to show the current 26
ATIC Board Members with their job title, contact information, and link to their
LinkedIn profile.

4.1.1. AZBSN Communications & Newsletter

Mark at a previous meeting suggested that we should think about how to
leverage some of the information sessions from AZBSN Digital Access Task
Force meetings.

There remains a continuing need for volunteers to work

(1) on regular maintenance of the Weebly ATIC website and

(2) on providing a regular newsletter about all that’'s going on in the
broadband world.
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4.2. ATIC Mailing List & CRM (All)

Steve is discussing with Mark and Kirk Busch subscribing to a CRM/E-mail
management service to meet the needs of the AZBSN Task Force that ATIC
could consider utilizing as well.

4.3.New Business and Motion Considerations (All)
5. Events Attended and Upcoming Meetings

Mark provided a list of the following upcoming regional telecom and tech industry
events of interest in his e-mail announcement of today’s ATIC Board meeting.

The Arizona Technology Council and the University of Arizona will host
theirArizona Aerospace Summit on Wednesday, July 15, 2026 from 7:30 AM-6:30
PM at the Tucson Convention Center. The Summit spans advanced air
mobility/aviation, space & space-enabled services, and defense/dual-
use/manufacturing with industry sponsors and exhibitors. Details & registration at
https://www.aztechcouncil.org/event/az-aerospace-summit-2026/.

INTERFACE Phoenix 2026 will be held on Wednesday, July 15, 2026 from 8:30
AM- 4:30 PM at the Phoenix Convention Center. The conference assembles a
combination of Best-in-Breed hardware and software solutions, along with local
experts and organizations to help educate, advise and connect you to resources that
can help you keep up to date with constantly changing IT infrastructure and
challenges. Details & registration at https://f2fevents.com/event/phx26/.

The Arizona Technology Council and the Arizona Cyber Threat Response
Alliance (ACTRA) will host their 11th Annual Cybersecurity Breakfast Forum on
Tuesday, September 15, 2026 from 7:45 AM-1:00 PM at Grand Canyon University,
Phoenix for a dive deep into the world of cybersecurity with top-tier government and
business leaders where you’ll uncover the latest threats, vulnerabilities, andbusiness
leaders where you’ll uncover the latest threats, vulnerabilities, and consequences
surrounding data security and privacy. Details & registration at
https://www.aztechcouncil.org/event/2026-cybersecurity-breakfast-forum/.

The Arizona Technology Council and South32 will host their 14th Annual
Southern Arizona Tech + Business Expo on Wednesday, October 21, 2026 at the
Tucson Convention Center. Network in person with over 450 business and tech
leaders and learn what's new and trending across Southern Arizona’s tech industries
including transportation, automation, optics, biotech, mining, aerospace, defense,
logistics, robotics, space exploration, IT and more! Details & registration at
https://www.aztechcouncil.org/event/2026-expo/.

Note that ATIC Board members receive the Arizona Technology Council (AZTC,
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https://www.aztechcouncil.org/) member discounted rates to attend AZTC events
and can participate in AZTC Committee activities
(https://www.aztechcouncil.org/committees/). ATIC is particularly active in the Tech
Council’'s Public Policy Committee
(https://www.aztechcouncil.org/committees/public-policy-committee/) helping shape
and drive Arizona broadband policy.

6. Announcements

Brennen Duran explained that his American Telecommunications Guild was founded
in January 2026 to unify telecom tower fiber technicians personnel on creating a
workforce pipeline for new grant programs such as BEAD. Mark mentioned that the
BEAD non-deployment funds program may allocate funds for workforce
development, and Kirk Busch mentioned that he is involved with organizations
(Arizona Data Center Alliance and iMasons) that address workforce development for
data centers.

7. Adjourn

At 1:55 pm.

Upcoming ATIC Board Meetings

Upcoming ATIC Board Meetings for 2026 are scheduled for the second
Wednesdays of the month (except August and December) from 12:00-2:00 p.m.
and will be held fully virtually until further notice. Board Meetings are open for all
to participate. Please plan to join us.

July 8, 2026, from 12:00-2:00 pm

(No August Meeting)

Calendar .ics File for September to November, 2026 Meetings
September 9, 2026, from 12:00-2:00 pm

October 14, 2026, from 12:00-2:00 pm

November 11, 2026, from 12:00-2:00 pm

(No December Meeting)

ATIC Special and Public Meetings

AZBSN Digital Access Task Force continues to hold meetings every Thursday
morning (except holidays) at 8:00 a.m. See the AZBSN Task Force About page at
https://www.arizonatele.org/covid19-about.html and the Meeting and Minutes page at
https://www.arizonatele.org/covid-meetings-minutes.html for more information.

Future AZBSN newsletter, webinars, and roundtables are under development.
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Dashboard My Accounts Transfers & Payments My Tools Support

Make Your Business Goals Feel Possible ®

Dashboard

Accounts
Q_ Search Accounts =

Checking (1)

ATIC 434041 *****04081-0400

$327.89 Available
$327.89

Savings (1)

ATIC 073206 *****04081-0000
$3,585.61 Available
$3,610.61

Quick Links

Tax Documents

Credit Card Login

Investments (Raymond James)

Mortgage Loans (MLOS)

Student Loans (Credit Union Student Choice)

Set Up Direct Deposit

ATIC Board Agenda & Minutes 6/10/26 Page 27



ARIZ%

Telecom & Information Council

Desert Financial Credit Union

Arizona Telecommunications And Information
ATIC 434041 *****04081-0400

Phone: 602.254.5887
aticarizona@gmail.com
http://www.arizonatele.org/

Transaction History

Statement Period: All Dates Date of Statement: 06/08/2026 J

Posted Transactions (100)

DESCRIPTION

DATé
T ';;I;iig?c;n}ﬁk}LukkspféEnpAv s
;;z;gigggggi@aﬁEEs}E'sbéA\} i, s
e "'gggigii&?&i{yﬁn}'séEEErJA\?"" v, e
s RS =
e ;m%mm SPEEDPAY Gapi
e ;ggiggi&mmmk SHEEDRRY 5. o
11/24/25 ;;J;ﬂ;gl;);NTUVRYLrINK SF:’EEDPAY 0
TR W;ﬁi‘;&fﬁ”‘*&m; SPEEDPAY
09/2727/72‘;77 § Vﬁgal:l::\iiéggESNTURYLINK SPEEDPAY S
STy &gég?;:inﬂayhuk SPEEDPAY
e 'ggsigigiéﬁfué{ﬁ&x'sLéEEDPAY' """ ;
e e
T e
o Oo&%@éé&m&&é TRANSFER FROM
06/2‘;/257 i DRAFT #2?32 ;I'RACE;? éé606883
Yy ”gﬁgﬁ@ﬁh&kEEéEDEE7"77 7
s ’g;gggg,\m.;é TRANSFER FROM
vsoaps  LUMENCENTURYLINK SPEEDPAY

333235786

ATIC Board Agenda & Minutes 6/10/26

AMOUNT

-$34.34
-$933.00

-$10.00

$1,000.00

-$500.00

-$34.34

$500.00

-$34.49

BALANCE
$327.89

$364.51

$401.13

$435.47

$469.81
$504.15
$538.49

$572.83

$607.17

$641.51

$675.85

$710.19

$1,643.19
$1,653.19
$653.19

$1,163.19

$1,187.53

$687.53
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