
 
 
 
 

ATIC Board Agenda for Wednesday, June 9, 2021 
 

1. Administrative 
1.1. Self-Introductions 
1.2. Modifications to and Acceptance of Agenda Draft 
1.3. Acceptance of Minutes from May 12, 2021 Board Meeting 
1.4. Treasurer’s Report (Ron Schott) 
1.5. ATIC Board Membership Considerations 
1.6. Review of Outstanding Action Items as Documented in May 12, 2021 Minutes  

 

2. Informational Presentations  
2.1. None Scheduled  

 

3. Activity Reports  
3.1. Arizona Broadband Strategic Plan & FirstNet (Jeff Sobotka)  

3.1.1. Rural Community Outreach 

3.1.2. FirstNet Status & Outlook 

3.1.3. ACA Broadband Strategy & ATIC Role/Support  
3.2. Arizona Broadband Stakeholder Network (Steve Peters)  

3.2.1. AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force Updates 

3.2.2. New Initiatives to Carry Out the Report’s Recommendations 

3.2.3. Return to Outreach Activities with Newsletters & Webinars 

3.3. Greater Arizona Educational Leadership (Steve Peters, Nan Williams) 
3.3.1. Arizona Technology in Education Association (AzTEA) 
3.3.2. Virtual Laboratory Simulations Consortium 

3.3.3. GAZEL Innovative Learning Collaborative Initiatives  
3.4. Arizona State Library (Holly Henley, Mala Muralidharan)  
3.5. Telehealth (Janet Major, Jeff Sobotka)  
3.6. Government Affairs (Mike Keeling, Mark Goldstein)  

 

4. Information and Action Plans  
4.1. ATIC Website & Teleconferencing (All) 

4.1.1. AZBSN Communications & Newsletter  
4.2. ATIC Mailing List & CRM (All)  
4.3. New Business and Motion Considerations (All)  

 

5. Events Attended and Upcoming Meetings  
 

6. Announcements  
 

7. Adjourn  

Phone: 602.254.5887 

aticarizona@gmail.com 

PO Box 1119, Tempe, AZ 85280 

www.arizonatele.org 



 
 
 
 

 

ATIC Board Meeting Minutes 
June 9, 2021 

 
Attendees: 
 
ATIC Board Members:  
 
Jerry Crow, Oris Friesen, Henry Goldberg, Mark Goldstein, Kirk Busch, Ian 
Hathcock, Ron Schott, Michael Cohen, Nan Williams and Andy Phelan. 
 
ATIC Associates & Guests:  
 
Albert Velarde (Cellular One), Randy Mifflin (Cellular One), Andy Sinclair (Arizona 
Department of Economic Security) and Blake Mayfield (Wanrack). 
 

Quorum Met with 10 ATIC Board Members Present (Quorum 
= 8) 
 

Many thanks to Nan Williams and the Arizona Technology in 
Education Association (AzTEA, http://aztea.org/) for the use of their 
Zoom Video account for video conferencing and dial-in capabilities 
and to the Arizona State Library for providing additional support. 
 
The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 14, 2021, 
and will be held fully virtually, as will all our meetings until further 
notice. The full schedule of remaining ATIC Board Meetings for 2021 
can be found towards the end of these minutes. 
  

Phone: 602.254.5887 

aticarizona@gmail.com 

PO Box 1119, Tempe, AZ 85280 

www.arizonatele.org 

http://aztea.org/


ATIC Board Meeting Minutes 
June 9, 2021 

 
1. Administrative 

 
1.1. Self-Introductions 

 
See the list of attendees above. 
 

1.2. Modifications to and Acceptance of Agenda Draft 
 
MOTION: To accept the Agenda as submitted 
 

MOVE: Henry Goldberg 
SECOND: Nan Williams 
Passed Unanimously 

 
1.3. Acceptance of Minutes from May 12, 2021, Board Meeting 

 
MOTION: To accept the Minutes as submitted 
 

MOVE: Michael Cohen 
SECOND: Ian Hathcock 
Passed Unanimously 

 
1.4. Treasurer’s Report 

 
Ron Schott, Treasurer, circulated via email the Desert Financial Credit Union 
statement with account and transaction details for Board reference, which are 
included at the back of these Minutes. Ron reported that current funds on hand 
total $13,350.27. This balance includes a $3000 reimbursement as reported last 
month and another $5000 reimbursement from GAZEL for Steve Peters’ 
coordination of the AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force from 
sponsorship donations to AZBSN. This completes the full reimbursement of the 
ATIC $8000 loan to GAZEL for Steve’s coordination of the AZBSN COVID-19 
Digital Access Task Force and associated expenses. 
 
Steve is continuing to send out an AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force 
sponsorship package and will be contacting other potential funders. 
 
Mark had noted at a previous Board meeting that we must remember that 
AZBSN is separate from ATIC. At that time Mark stated there are three potential 
sources of future ATIC funding: AZBSN sponsorships, ATIC sponsorships, and 
ATIC grant opportunities. ATIC still needs to work out an MOU before the end of 
the year with GAZEL about how future AZBSN sponsorship funding will be 



shared between ATIC and GAZEL. 
 
Mark said ATIC needs to pursue its own funding, which would include 
sponsorships. ATIC needs to initiate a financial campaign for sponsors and other 
sources of funding.  
 
Steve noted in a previous meeting that the AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access 
Task Force needs to identify what tasks from the Task Force report 
recommendations that it will undertake to implement, which would need funding 
support. 
 

1.5. ATIC Board Membership Considerations 
 
Mark noted that we have an ongoing interest in acquiring more representation 
from rural communities. 
 

1.6. Review of Outstanding Action Items as Documented inApril 14, 2021, 
Minutes 
 
ACTION ITEM: Mark took an action to contact Alan Pruitt Executive Director of 
the Western Arizona Economic Development District in Yuma as a potential 
Board Member.  
 
This item remains open for another month. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Mark took an action item to work with Jeff Sobotka to identify 
some rural representatives as potential Board Members. Mark may also talk to 
Gene Carl of Cox Communications and Toni Broberg of AT&T about Cox and 
AT&T potential ATIC Board members. 
 
This item remains open for next month. 
 

2. Informational Presentations 
 
2.1. None were scheduled. 

 
3. Activity Reports 

Numerous Board members who normally provide reports to the Board were unable 
to attend because of conflicts. Mala Muralidharan, Steve Peters and others were 
attending the Special SHLB Workshop on the FCC Emergency Connectivity Fund. 
Jeff Sobotka was attending the ACA/NTIA Arizona Broadband Workshop focused on 
“Tribal Broadband.” Consequently, Mark provided summaries of ongoing activities 
for those topic areas. 
 
3.1. Arizona Broadband Strategic Plan & FirstNet (Jeff Sobotka) 

 

https://shlb.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1519056&group=


3.1.1. Rural Community Outreach 
 
No report. 
 

3.1.2. FirstNet Status & Outlook 
 
No report. 
 

3.1.3. ACA Broadband Strategy & ATIC Role/Support 
 
Jeff Sobotka, State Broadband Director at the Arizona Commerce Authority 
(ACA), was unable to attend, as noted above.  
 
Mark reported that ACA has selected the KPMG consulting firm to update 
the 2018 state broadband strategic plan to focus on middle-mile fiber 
strategy as well as communities planning for federal grants. KPMG is 
expected to deliver the results of its work within 13 weeks thus in mid/late 
September. The focus will be on (1) middle-mile fiber strategy and planning 
and (2) identifying needy rural communities to serve. The state is currently 
planning for deployment of middle-mile fiber along I-17, I-19, and I-40 and 
will be considering other highway routes. This KPMG report will be an 
addendum to the 2018 state broadband strategic plan document 
incorporating some substantial new thinking. KPMG is required to hold a 
number of networking sessions with rural communities, and some AZBSN 
COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force participants will be invited to attend. 
 
The ACA Arizona Broadband Workshop Webinars being hosted by NTIA 
that provide guidance on federal grant writing, are continuing. The 1st 
Arizona Broadband Workshop was held on March 3rd with about 190 
registrants, and the 2nd Arizona Broadband Workshop was held on April 7th. 
At the May 5th Workshop, the NTIA explained various federal government 
data sets and other data sources that can be used for broadband planning. 
At the June 2nd Workshop a panel of experts highlighted federal funding 
programs available to support broadband infrastructure and digital inclusion. 
There are regional technical assistance sessions following up on each of the 
Arizona Broadband Workshops. Arizona is the only state NTIA is working 
with to conduct such workshops in 2021. 

 
3.2. Arizona Broadband Stakeholder Network (Steve Peters) 

 
3.2.1. ASBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force Updates 

 
In previous meetings Steve Peters reported on the AZBSN COVID-19 Digital 
Access Task Force and noted “digital” includes not only broadband Internet 
access, but also devices, digital content, professional development, digital 
literacy and technical support. The Task Force meets every Monday 



morning and is now attended by some 50 representatives from broadband 
service providers, technology companies, state and local government 
agencies, educational organizations, non-profit organizations and 
consultants. Steve has noted previously that updates are provided at the 
weekly task force meetings from the State Broadband Director at the 
Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA), the Arizona Department of Education 
(ADE), the Arizona State Library, Telehealth, the Sun Corridor Network 
(SCN) and the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC), and there are 
typically presentations made at the meetings on relevant digital access 
resources of significance to the task force. 
 
The AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force Report and 
Recommendations was published in November 2020 and is available to be 
forwarded to appropriate parties. There is a landing page for the Report and 
one for the Task Force, both of which have been updated. People can 
download the Report from its landing page at 
https://www.arizonatele.org/taskforce-report-2020.html. 
 
The task force has its own Zoom account and the agenda for the Zoom 
Monday morning meetings has changed. One hour is not long enough with 
the increasing number of participants attending, so the length has been 
increased by fifteen minutes. To reduce the time spent on self-introductions 
at the beginning, that segment has been replaced by a requirement to 
register for the meetings with position and contact information and the 
registration list is then made available to all attendees in the meeting 
reports. Steve is issuing a weekly task force newsletter and has constructed 
an Updates & Events webpage on the task force website for important 
updates relevant to the task force activities. Mark would like to have Steve 
issue a task force newsletter on significant topics that goes to a broad set of 
state digital access stakeholders beyond the task force participants. 
 
Mark stated Steve has had difficulty arranging a meeting of the task force 
planning committee to plan next steps for the task force to follow up on the 
task force recommendations report. Mark will be discussing with Steve 
arranging a meeting of the planning committee shortly. There are three 
potential roles the task force could play: lead new initiatives, support 
communications and advocacy. The highest priority project right now for the 
task force is organizing outreach for the new FCC Emergency Broadband 
Benefit (EBB) program. Another upcoming area of importance is taking 
advantage of the new FCC Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF) supporting 
off-campus connectivity for schools and libraries. 
 
Mark reviewed two ASU projects: Lighting Up the Future and ShapingEDU. 
 
Lighting Up the Future is being led by Lev Gonick, the CIO at ASU, and 
Dominic Papa at ACA and involves ASU, ACA, The Institute for Digital 

https://www.arizonatele.org/taskforce-report-2020.html


Progress, and the SCN. Steve and Mark recently met with them and 
reported that they are focused on strategy and proof of concept projects. 
Derek commented that their vision document is meant to facilitate 
discussions and workshops over the summer to spread awareness. They 
launched a vision paper which has the same goal of addressing the digital 
divide in Arizona as our AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force 
Report. At our previous meeting Henry had expressed a sense of confusion 
about how their mission to address the digital divide in Arizona intersects 
with and possibly overlaps the recommendations of our AZBSN COVID-19 
Digital Access Task Force. Henry was concerned that others such as 
legislators and rural community officials would be confused about who is 
recommending what and what are they recommending.  
 
They held a kickoff webinar on May 18th to be followed by three roundtable 
discussions on “The Availability Gap” (already held), “The Adoption Gap”, 
and “The Utilization Gap”. Mark said they will be hiring a grant writer to apply 
for funds for small broadband projects, such as lighting up a Citizens 
Broadband Radio Service (CBRS) network in a trailer park near an 
elementary school and likely more expansive initiatives going forward. They 
are doing Proofs of Concept (POCs) that they hope will scale up to larger 
projects. Mark added that they will probably also do some planning or policy 
work. 
 
The ASU ShapingEDU “Connecting for Work and Learning: Universal 
Broadband Access” initiative aims to make concrete collective progress 
toward a future where broadband is accessible to all. ShapingEDU is part of 
a national universal broadband initiative that seeks to address this urgent 
challenge through action-oriented resources, community engagement, and 
stakeholder inclusion and partnerships. They are a broadband think tank 
group that meets weekly. Mark and Steve have given them a presentation. 
They probably won’t be as critical to us as Lighting Up the Future. See 
https://shapingedu.asu.edu/project/universal-broadband-access-us for more 
details 
 

3.2.2. Marketing the AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force Report 
 
Another ongoing need is to develop a publicity and marketing campaign for 
distributing the report to all the relevant organizations. A marketing/planning 
committee needs to be created to plan and execute such a campaign, and 
the existing database of Arizona economic development leaders and 
decision-makers needs to be cleaned up and expanded.  
 

3.2.3. Return to Outreach Activities with Newsletters & Webinars 
 
Mark mentioned at previous meetings that he would like to return to public 
events and engage a broader community. He reiterated that he would like to 

https://shapingedu.asu.edu/project/universal-broadband-access-us


have a better newsletter and maybe sponsor some webinars. He 
acknowledged there is some confusion with what Steve has been referring 
to as a newsletter, which is technology oriented. Mark expressed his desire 
to have a newsletter with a broader focus on webinars and customers.  
 

3.3. Greater Arizona Educational Leadership (Steve Peters, Nan Williams) 
 

3.3.1. Arizona Technology in Education Association (AzTEA) 
Nan Williams serves on the EDTech Committee for the Arizona Department 
of Education (ADE) which is rewriting the Educational Technology standards 
this year. She is also participating in the ADE Technology Task Force on the 
Digital Learning Subcommittee, and she is part of the ISTE policy group on 
digital equity access. She has also been working with the Rural Schools 
Association and their Final Mile Project (https://www.finalmileproject.com/).  
 
The ISTE Certification Course will be held from June 7- September 13. For 
details, see 
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=nh997tjab&oeidk=a07e
hkempaae606d58c.  
 
Nan reported that most summertime activities are focused on a “take care of 
yourself” media campaign with healthcare tips. It’s a recognition that 
everyone needs a little down time. The AzTEA Fall Conference is scheduled 
for October 23 from 8 am-3 pm and will include working sessions on Twitter 
and social media. 
 

3.3.2. Labster Virtual Laboratory Simulations Consortium 
 
There was no report, but as noted in recent reports, the AZBSN Task Force 
recommends that a virtual laboratories consortium for the state be explored, 
but not necessarily be limited to Labster technology. 
 
Mala noted at our previous meeting that the lab-science component of 
virtual education has been brought up frequently, so we need to re-ignite the 
Labster-like initiatives that were being discussed earlier. 
 

3.3.3. GAZEL Innovative Learning Collaborative Initiatives 
 
There was no report, but Steve has noted previously that GAZEL needs to 
be reinvigorated. The GAZEL Board needs to reconstitute itself and 
purchase D&O insurance. 
 
Steve intends to call a GAZEL Board meeting to discuss future plans shortly. 
The AZBSN task force has been the main focus of GAZEL in the past year. 
GAZEL is a 501(c)(3) and so can more easily attract funding from sponsors. 
 

https://www.finalmileproject.com/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=nh997tjab&oeidk=a07ehkempaae606d58c
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=nh997tjab&oeidk=a07ehkempaae606d58c


Work is still going on to produce a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
involving GAZEL, ATIC and AZBSN.  
 

3.4. Arizona State Library (Holly Henley, Mala Muralidharan) 
 
Holly Henley reported at an earlier meeting that the Arizona State Library 
received $3.6 million from IMLS under the federal American Rescue Plan Act 
stimulus funding to help communities respond to the pandemic and support 
digital equity. This $3.6 million must be spent by September 2022, and the 
Arizona State Library will be putting plans together on how to spend this funding 
among the 90 library systems in Arizona. Mala has been mostly focused on the 
FCC Emergency Broadband Benefit and Emergency Connectivity Fund 
programs. 
 
The American Rescue Plan has provided $3.2 billion for a new FCC Emergency 
Broadband Benefit (EBB) program to provide discounts for low-income 
households to purchase Internet services as well as discounts on purchases of 
computers. This EBB program is in addition to the existing FCC Lifeline program 
for low-income households, for which 75% of the households eligible have not 
applied. 
 
In Mala’s absence here is some relevant information provided by her to the 
AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force meeting on June 7th.  
 
“There was a huge interest in the EBB program. Initially there were a lot of 
requests and now the requests have significantly declined and a lot of applicants 
were Lifeline applicants. It could be that the paper applications (possible new 
adoptions) may not have been fully processed yet.www.Connect-Arizona.com ’s 
EBB page got over 2200 hits so far and the navigators received over 1000 calls 
so far. 
 
“Some of you asked about tracking EBB applications. Here is what I found - a 
tracker from USAC https://www.usac.org/about/emergency-broadband-benefit-
program/emergency-broadband-benefit-program-enrollments-and-claims-
tracker/ Almost 82,000 Arizonans have signed up….. we are 8th highest 
number of Applicants. Only California, Florida, Georgia, N.Y., Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Texas have more applications than AZ!” 
 
The AZBSN task force EBB outreach team is led by Tracey Beal (School 
Connect), Ilana Lowery (Common Sense Media), Cindy Hogan (United Way of 
Tucson & Southern Arizona), Nicole Umayam (Arizona State Library) and Mala. 
The Arizona State Library Connect-Arizona website contains detailed 
information on the EBB program and provides navigators to assist households in 
enrolling.  
 
The ECF is a $7.1 billion program created by the American Rescue Plan Act of 

http://www.connect-arizona.com/
https://www.usac.org/about/emergency-broadband-benefit-program/emergency-broadband-benefit-program-enrollments-and-claims-tracker/
https://www.usac.org/about/emergency-broadband-benefit-program/emergency-broadband-benefit-program-enrollments-and-claims-tracker/
https://www.usac.org/about/emergency-broadband-benefit-program/emergency-broadband-benefit-program-enrollments-and-claims-tracker/


2021. It is governed by the FCC and administered by the Universal Service 
Administrative Company (USAC). Millions of library patrons and students 
depend on public libraries and schools for their internet access. But when 
libraries and schools closed their buildings to the public because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, many library patrons and students lost internet access because 
they lacked access at home. From the school perspective this lack of home 
connectivity is often called the “homework gap,” and from the library perspective 
it is the “connectivity gap.” The primary purpose of the ECF is to help bridge 
these gaps by providing off-campus broadband Internet connectivity such as to 
students’ and library patrons’ homes.  
 
The FCC specified the rules for the ECF on May 10th, but some of the rules are 
still being clarified based on feedback received. The funds will be distributed to 
eligible schools and libraries for the purchase of telecommunications services 
and eligible equipment for use by students, school staff, and library patrons at 
locations other than a school or library – primarily to homes. Following are some 
key rules specified for the program. 
 
Schools, libraries, consortia of eligible schools/libraries that are eligible for 
support under the FCC E-rate program are eligible for ECF as are tribal libraries.  
 
ECF will provide support for broadband Internet connectivity to off-campus 
locations, such as student or library patron homes. Schools and libraries can 
receive funding for commercially- available broadband service that provides a 
fixed or mobile broadband connection for off-campus use by students, school 
staff or library patrons. In limited instances where a school or library can 
demonstrate that there are no available service options sufficient to support 
remote learning for its students, school staff, or library patrons, the ECF may 
support the construction of new networks or the equipment needed for the 
services. If commercial service is not available, applicants can partner with a 
commercial provider to extend its services to unconnected students and library 
patrons. 
 
The following types of equipment purchased for off-campus use by students, 
school staff, and library patrons who would otherwise lack sufficient connectivity 
to engage in remote learning are eligible for support: laptops/tablets (not desktop 
computers), Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, and routers. A library or school cannot 
receive support for more than one device or Wi-Fi hotspot per student or patron 
(can’t get a device from a school and a library). CIPA filtering requirements only 
will be in effect for ECF-supported services that use ECF-supported devices. 
 
There is a list of ineligible services (specified in Mala’s presentation), which are 
still being clarified. 
 
The first application filing window will be open for 45 days, during which 
applicants will be able to submit requests for funding for purchases made 



between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022. This application window will likely 
open at the end of June or in early July. If demand during this first application 
filing window does not exceed available funds, the FCC will open a second 
application filing window to allow schools and libraries to seek funding for eligible 
equipment and services they previously purchased before May 2021.  
 
The program will reimburse applicants 100% for all eligible products and 
services with two exceptions: a maximum of $400 for each laptop/ tablet, and a 
maximum of $250 for Wi-Fi hotpots. The FCC and USAC will review all service 
and equipment costs to ensure they are reasonable before reimbursing them. 
 
Applicants for the ECF program will log into the USAC EPC portal to obtain the 
applications and apply online. USAC will review the submitted applications. 
 
Students that receive ECF support cannot also receive Emergency Broadband 
Benefit (EBB) support for the same broadband service or device, but a student 
could receive broadband service from EBB and a device through the ECF. 
 
Reimbursements will be paid to the schools and libraries (not the students or 
patrons). Applicants will also have the option to request reimbursement prior to 
paying for services, in which case the applicant must pay their vendors within 
30-days of receiving their ECF reimbursement. 
 
USAC will wait until the filing window is closed and all applications are reviewed 
before issuing funding. Should demand exceed available funds, applications will 
be prioritized and processed based on the Category 1 E-rate discount rate 
associated with a school or library. Rural applicants will receive a 5% “bump” to 
the discount rate used to calculate the priority of their applications. 
 

 
3.5. Telehealth (Janet Major) 

 
Janet Major, Associate Director for Telemedicine Outreach, Education & 
Facilities, Arizona Telemedicine Program Southwest Telehealth Resource 
Center (https://telemedicine.arizona.edu/), who is now the lead for the 
Telehealth Broadband Action Team (BAT), was unable to attend but she 
submitted a presentation containing a number of relevant links that are listed 
below. 
 
Key aspects of the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and a graphic 
breakdown of the funding components can be examined at 
https://www.naco.org/american-rescue-plan-act-funding-breakdown. Mark noted 
that Arizona will also be receiving about $7 billion from ARPA that will be shared 
by ACA, the state government, and local governments. 
 
HCW HOSTED (https://hcwhosted.org/) is a Tucson-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

https://telemedicine.arizona.edu/
https://www.naco.org/american-rescue-plan-act-funding-breakdown
https://hcwhosted.org/


dedicated to facilitating community support of healthcare workers and their 
families during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond.  
 
The Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB) program sponsored by the FCC can 
be examined at https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit.  
 
Connect Arizona (https://connect-arizona.com/) is a collaborative digital equity 
initiative between Common Sense Media, School Connect, and the Arizona 
State Library, Archives & Public Records. This project is supported by the 
Arizona State Library, Archives & Public Records, a division of the Secretary of 
State, with federal funds from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
 
The Arizona Economic Recovery Center is a part of Local First Arizona 
(https://localfirstaz.com/) and aims to enable more qualified Arizona cities, 
towns, counties, tribal communities, and nonprofits to win competitive federal, 
state, and foundation grants.  
 
The American TeleMedicine Association Annual Conference on 
Telehealth: Enabling Flexible, Inclusive and Contemporary Care Delivery will be 
held virtually on every Tuesday and Thursday in June 
(https://gotelehealth.org/ata-2021/).  
 
The 47th Annual Arizona Rural Health Conference in Flagstaff will be a hybrid 
conference on June 15-16, 2021. For details see 
https://crh.arizona.edu/calendar/RHC-2021.  

 
3.6. Government Affairs (Mike Keeling, Mark Goldstein) 

 
Mark reported that the Governor has signed the ADOT bill for relaxed use and 
lease of fiber along Arizona’s state highways. This bill follows up on ADOT’s RFI 
last year for leasing/managing fiber along state highways by providing a detailed 
legal framework for this. This ties in nicely with the middle-mile fiber strategy of 
the KPMG consulting work updating the state broadband strategic plan. Multiple 
Arizona agencies are cooperating to develop a vibrant and robust middle-fiber 
strategy for the state beginning in fall 2021.   
 
The Governor proposed $10 million for the Rural Broadband Development 
Grants (RBDGs) program for the upcoming fiscal year. The Legislature has been 
considering increasing the RBDGs funding to $100 million, but there is debate 
between the Governor and the Legislature on this amount and who should have 
purview over this. The Legislature is supposed to approve a budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year by June 30th. 
 
Ron Schott noted that the angel investor tax credit is in jeopardy because of 
some late input. It provides for a $100,000 investment to qualify for a $35,000 
tax deduction. The Arizona Technology Council recommended this tax credit be 

https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit
https://connect-arizona.com/
https://localfirstaz.com/
https://gotelehealth.org/ata-2021/
https://crh.arizona.edu/calendar/RHC-2021


extended for 10 years. Arizona has become an important data center hub 
because of incentives it offers for investment, such as data center tax credits 
bills. This is in line with our broadband interests. Kirk Busch commented that 
Governor Ducey and the Legislature’s renewal of the original bill contributed to 
Amazon’s data center investment. Andy Tobin was an important supporter of 
this legislation. 
 
Mark noted that at the federal level any infrastructure bill will have a broadband 
component and there may also be various separate Senate and House 
broadband bills proposed. NTIA has a new $288 million broadband infrastructure 
grants program, and the ACA will be endorsing a state project for this program 
which could be on the order of $5 million. NTIA also has a new $1 billion Tribal 
broadband grants program. The U.S. Treasury Dept. has a new $10 billion 
program for infrastructure of all kinds, which could be used for broadband 
infrastructure. 
 

4. Information and Action Plans 
 
4.1. ATIC Website & Teleconferencing (All) 

 

As noted previously by Mark and Steve, the ATIC website is aging a bit. For 
example, the resources page is out of date. The website needs to be leveraged 
to publicize the COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force Report recommendations 
as well as using it for communications and public engagement, such as 
newsletters. 
 

4.1.1. AZBSN Communications & Newsletter  
 

Mark at a previous meeting suggested that we should think about how to 
leverage some of the information sessions from the Monday morning 
AZBSN-COVID meetings. 
 
There remains a continuing need for volunteers to work  
(1) on regular maintenance of the Weebly ATIC website and  
(2) on providing a regular newsletter about all that’s going on in the 
broadband world. 
 

4.2. ATIC Mailing List & CRM (All) 
 
Steve is discussing with Mark and Kirk Busch subscribing to a CRM/E-mail 
management service to meet the needs of the AZBSN task force. 
 

4.3. New Business and Motion Considerations (All) 
 
Nothing to report. 
 



5. Events Attended and Upcoming Meetings  
 
Kirk Busch stated the 1st International Data Center Conference will be held in San 
Antonio in October. 
 

6. Announcements 
 
Responding to a query from Jerry Crow, Mark said we may consider resuming in-
person meetings by September or October. There is no meeting in August. 
 

7. Adjourn 
 

 
 

Upcoming ATIC Board Meetings 
 

Upcoming ATIC Board Meetings for 2021 are scheduled for the second 
Wednesdays of the month (except August and December) from 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
and will be held fully virtually until further notice. Board Meetings are open for all 
to participate. Please plan to join us. 

• July 14, 2021 (Zoom &/or Dial In)  
• No Board Meeting in August (Summer Break)  
• September 8, 2021 (Zoom &/or Dial In)  
• October 13, 2021 (Zoom &/or Dial In)  
• November 10, 2021 (Zoom &/or Dial In)  
• No Board Meeting in December (Happy Holidays!)  

 

ATIC Special and Public Meetings 
 
AZBSN COVID-19 Digital Access Task Force continues to hold meetings 
every Monday morning at 7:30 a.m. See the Planning page at 
https://www.arizonatele.org/covid19-planning.html for details. 
 
Also see Task Force information and related resources at 
https://www.arizonatele.org/covid19-about.html. 
 
Future AZBSN newsletter, webinars, and roundtables are under 
development 

 
 
 
 

https://www.arizonatele.org/covid19-planning.html
https://www.arizonatele.org/covid19-about.html


 



 

 


